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Quality-Based Procedures: Improving Quality and Consistency in
the Health System

Dr. David Alter, MD, PhD, FRCPC

Dr. Alter is a Senior Scientist at the Institute for Clinical
Evaluative Sciences and the Research Director of the
Cardiac Rehabilitation and Secondary Prevention Program,
Staff Cardiologist and Scientist with the Toronto
Rehabilitation Institute/University Health Network.

A Board Certified Cardiologist, a Clinician Scientist and an
Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of
Toronto, Dr. Alter also maintains an active community
cardiology practice in Milton Ontario (Milton Cardiac Care).
His research spans many disciplines including
cardiovascular health services and outcomes, clinical
epidemiology and social determinants, cardiac
rehabilitation and exercise prevention, and recently, music
and medicine. He has over 120 scholarly peer-reviewed
publications, scientific abstracts, and book chapters.

Stacey Brener

Stacey is a Clinical Epidemiologist with Health Quality
Ontario as part of the Evidence Development and
Standards team. In this role there is a focus on the
development of HQO’s evidence based analyses,
conducting systematic reviews and meta-analyses of
published evidence on the safety, efficacy and effectiveness
of health interventions.

Stacey has also worked on the development of evidence for
Clinical Handbooks which serve as a compendium of the
evidence based rational and clinical consensus driving
policy and implementation for patients in Ontario.




Erik Hellsten

Erik Hellsten is Senior Specialist for Quality Based Funding at
HQO. Erik has worked with HQO since September 2011, with a
focus on developing the Episode of Care methodology that
HQO has subsequently applied to a wide range of clinical
populations in order to produce evidence-based analysis and
recommendations to support the Ministry of Health and Long-
Term Care’s Quality-Based Procedures policy.

'~ Prior to joining HQO, Erik worked for six years at the Ministry in
. avariety of roles, most recently on the development of the

Excellent Care for All Act as the lead for Hospital Funding
Reform.

Dr. Douglas Lee, MD, PhD, FRCPC

Dr. Lee is a Clinical Epidemiologist and Health
Outcomes/Health Services Research Scientist at the Institute for
Clinical Evaluative Sciences. Dr. Lee obtained his M.D. and
completed postgraduate training in Internal Medicine and
Cardiology at the University of Toronto.

Dr. Lee completed a Ph.D. in Clinical Epidemiology/Health
Policy at ICES and the University of Toronto, and a post-
doctoral fellowship at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute Framingham Heart Study, Framingham,
Massachusetts. Dr. Lee is also a Staff Physician in the Division
of Cardiology at the University Health Network, and an
Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of Toronto.



Laura Park-Wyllie, PharmD, Ph.D.

Laura is the Manager of Implementation Planning, Funding
and Standards in the Evidence Development & Standards
branch at Health Quality Ontario. In this role, Laura
manages the programs related to Quality-based Funding
and Episodes of Care, Implementation Strategies, and
Expert Panel Engagement.

Laura received her Doctor of Pharmacy, and Doctor of
Philosophy (Clinical Epidemiology) from the University of
Toronto. Laura is also a member of the Board of Directors
of the Canadian Association for Population Therapeutics.




