
Preventing Urinary Tract Infection

Limit Use of Urinary Catheters in the Operating Room

• �Achieve consensus on the appropriate indications for urinary 
catheterization

• Implement restrictive insertion practices as appropriate

• �Remove urinary catheters as soon as possible postoperatively, 
unless there are appropriate indications for continued use

Improve Urinary Catheter Insertion Technique

• �Use aseptic technique and sterile equipment for catheter 
insertion

• �Only appropriately trained care providers should insert urinary 
catheters

Maintain Urinary Catheters Appropriately

• �Maintain a closed drainage system

• Maintain unobstructed urine flow

Assess Continued Need for Urinary Catheters

• �Engage nurses in urinary catheter initiatives

• �Review urinary catheter necessity daily against prespecified 
criteria

• Select interventions for the early removal of urinary catheters
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